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GO WEST NOW CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Minister for Small Business 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Small Business) [12.07 pm]:  As Minister for Small Business, 
I am pleased to provide a progress report on the Go West Now campaign launched by the Premier in September 
2006.  The first stage of the campaign consisted of a comprehensive advertising strategy designed to attract 
skilled workers from Victoria and New South Wales.  This strategy resulted in an outstanding 72 000 online 
inquiries.  The second stage of the campaign commenced on 11 and 12 May of this year with a very impressing 
display at the National Careers and Employment Expo in Melbourne.  The expo attracted more than 
35 000 visitors, and the Go West Now stand was very well attended.  The stand, which was coordinated by the 
Small Business Development Corporation, included personnel from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Western Australia, the departments of police, education and health, the regional development commissions and 
Tourism Western Australia.  In total, more than 2 000 inquiries from people wanting information about living 
and working in Western Australia were handled by staff on the stand.  Important contacts were made with 
potential employees keen to work in health, education and tourism occupations, including many keen to move to 
regional areas.  There was a predictably strong interest in opportunities in the mining industry.  However, the Go 
West Now campaign also proved successful in attracting a wide range of experienced tradespeople for the 
construction and fabrication sectors.   

The next part of the campaign is the National Careers and Employment Expo to be held in Sydney on 22 and 
23 June 2007.  At this expo, the Western Australian contingent will, once again, include representatives from 
SBDC and the key private and public sector organisations that I have outlined.  This collaborative approach will 
enable each organisation to promote its individual recruitment campaign under the successful and now well 
recognised Go West Now banner.  A large group of private companies will also be exhibiting at this expo, 
including BankWest, Midland Brick, Monadelphous and Allied Pickfords.  We are expecting in excess of 
35 000 visitors to the Sydney expo and are hoping to match, or exceed, the 2 000 face-to-face consultations that 
took place in Melbourne.  These expos are providing us with the opportunity to connect Western Australian 
employers, large and small, directly with workers from the east coast.  

The Carpenter government recognises that skills shortages are still the number one issue for business in Western 
Australia.  The Go West Now campaign has been an excellent initiative of this government and is proving very 
effective in attracting potential employees to Western Australia.   
 


